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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 5-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. SOME indefinite 
language is listed below: 

4. In re claims 1 5-31 , applicant claims "a game evaluator for receiving the terminal 
identification information of one game terminal unit, the player identification information, 
and a game start signal, which is an operation signal to the effect of starting the game 
from the one game terminal". It is unclear as to whether "the player identification 
information" is information for one player, or for all players. The claim declares that this 
is "an operation signal to the effect of starting the game", but doesn't explain how this is 
a signal for starting the game. 

5. Applicant claims "calculating a result of each player based on the result of the 
game" this claim limitation lacks antecedent basis, Appropriate correction is required. 

6. applicant claims "judging whether or not the read two pieces of shop information 
coincide with each other", it is not understood what is being done here. 
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7. Applicant claims "a restricting condition judger for judging whether or not to 
satisfy a first restricting condition", however it is not explained who or what is being 
restricted, or how it would be satisfied. 

8. Applicant claims "judging whether or not to satisfy a first restricting condition that 
the two pieces of shop identification information were judged to coincide by the shop 
judging means and that a within-shop rank order corresponding to the player 
identification information received from the one game terminal unit by the gaming 
evaluating means is within a first specified rank order" it is not understood how the 
judging of whether or not the restricting condition is "that (a plurality of things have 
happened)". It is not understood whether the satisfying of the restriction condition is 
when this DOES happen, or when this DOES NOT happen, or neither. 

9. As this case is replete with indefinite language, the art rejection is taken as best 
understood. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 0. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

11. Claims 15-31 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Walker 
(US6425828). 

12. It is noted by the examiner that the current claim language is so broad that it can 
be rejected off of a general purpose PC, as in claim 1 5, simply "allowing" for certain 
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things to occur only requires the hardware necessary to allow for such a method, and in 
claims 16-31 all language after the word "for" is functional language, and the prior art 
needs to merely be capable of performing the function. It is further noted by the 
examiner that the dependent claims generally repeat a large number of limitations that 
were listed in previous dependent claims, thus examiner generally only responds to the 
pertinent and new portions of the dependent claims, however the entire language of 
each dependent claim stand rejected under Walker. 
1 3. In re claims 15,16, and 31 , Walker discloses 

• A player information storage for storing player identification information which is 
identification information of players, in correspondence with shop identification 
information, which is identification information of shops to which the players virtually 
belong (column 7 lines 13-34) 

• A terminal information storage for storing terminal identification information, which is 
identification information of the game terminal units, in correspondence with the 
shop identification information of the shops where the game terminal units are 
installed (column 7 lines 13-34) 

• A game evaluator for receiving the terminal identification information of one game 
terminal unit, the player identification information and a game start signal, which is 
an operation signal to the effect of starting the game, from the one game terminal 
unit, calculating a result of the player based on the result of the game, and storing 
the calculated results in the player information storage in correspondence with the 
player identification information (column 7 lines 13-34) 
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• A result tabulator for tabulating the result of the player to determine a ranking and 
storing the determined ranking in the player information storage in correspondence 
with the player identification information (column 7 lines 13-34) 

• A restricting condition judger for judging whether or not to satisfy a restricting 
condition that a rank order corresponding to the player identification information 
received from the one game terminal unit by the gaming evaluator is within a 
specified rank order, and (column 7 lines 13-34) 

• A guidance transmitter for transmitting guidance information including the player 
identification information and the ranking information of the player of the one game 
terminal unit in order to display guidance (column 7 lines 1 3-34) 

14. In re claim 1 7, Walker discloses 

• A shop judger for reading the shop identification information corresponding to the 
terminal identification information of the one game terminal unit from the terminal 
information storage, reading the shop identification information corresponding to the 
player identification information corresponding to the player identification information 
received by the gaming evaluator from the player information storage, and judging 
whether or not the read two pieces of shop identification information coincide with 
each other (column 7 lines 13-34) 

• The result tabulator tabulates the results of the players for each shop, to which the 
players virtually belong, at every interval of a specified period to determine a within 
shop ranking, and stores the determined within shop ranking in the player 
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information storage in correspondence with the player identification information 
(column 7 lines 13-34) 

• The restricting condition judger judges whether or not to satisfy a first restricting 
condition that the two pieces of shop identification information were judged to 
coincide by the shop judger and that a within shop rank order corresponding to the 
player identification information received from the one game terminal unit by the 
gaming evaluator is within a first specified rank order (column 7 lines 13-34) 

• The guidance transmitter transmits guidance information including the player 
identification information and the within shop ranking information of the player of the 
one game terminal unit to other game terminal units in the shop where the one game 
terminal unit is installed in order to display on the other game terminal units, 
guidance to the effect that the player within the first specified rank order in the within 
shop ranking will start the game if the first restricting condition is judged to be 
satisfied by the restricting condition judger. (column 7 lines 13-34) 

15. In re claim 18, Walker discloses 

• The game is a competition game (column 5 lines 55-65) 

• The game evaluator receives the terminal identification information of one game 
terminal unit, the player identification information and a game start signal, which is 
an operational signal to the effect of starting the competition game, from the one 
game terminal unit, and determines competing terminal units, which are other game 
terminal units to become competitors in accordance with a specified rule and 
instructs the one game terminal unit and the competing terminal units to conduct the 
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competition game and calculates a result of each player based on the result of the 
competition game and stores the calculated result in the player information storage 
in correspondence with the player identification information (column 7 lines 13-34) 

16. In re claim 1 9, Walker discloses the guidance transmitter transmits guidance 
information including the player identification information and the within shop ranking 
information of the player of the one game terminal unit to the shop monitor unit in the 
shop where the one game terminal unit is installed in order to display, on the shop 
monitor unit in the shop where the one game terminal unit is installed, guidance to the 
effect that he player within the first specified rank order in the within shop ranking will 
start the game if the first restricting condition is judged to be satisfied by the restricting 
condition judger (column 7 lines 13-34) 

1 7. In re claims 20 and 21 , Walker discloses the result tabulator tabulates the results 
of the players for each shop, to which the players virtually belong, at every interval of a 
specified period to determine a within shop ranking, and stores the determined within 
shop ranking in the player information storage in correspondence with the player 
identification information, and tabulates the results of the players within a first specified 
rank order in the within shop ranking to obtain a shop result of each shop at every 
interval of a specified period, and determines a within area shop ranking, which is a 
ranking of the respective shops, for each area where the respective shops are located 
in accordance with the shop results of the respective shops, and stores determined 
within area shop ranking information in the shop information storage in correspondence 
with the shop identification information (column 7 lines 14-34) 
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18. In re claims 22-25, Walker discloses shop information storage for storing shop 
identification information, which is identification information of the shops, in 
correspondence with area identification information, which is identification information of 
areas where the shops are located (column 7 lines 14-34) 

1 9. In re claim 26, Walker discloses a belonging shop setter for reading the shop 
identification information corresponding to the terminal identification information of the 
one game terminal unit from the terminal information storage, transmitting the shop 
identification information to the one game terminal unit, and storing the shop 
identification information in the player information storage in correspondence with the 
player identification information of the one game terminal unit upon receiving belonging 
shop setting information to the effect of setting to virtually belong to the shop 
corresponding to the shop identification information from the one game terminal unit 
when the terminal identification information of the one game terminal unit is received 
from the one game terminal unit by the gaming evaluator (column 7 lines 14-34) 

20. In re claim 27, Walker discloses the guidance transmitter transmits the guidance 
information to the other game terminal units while adding an interrupt signal thereto in 
order to make an interrupt display of the guidance on the other game terminal units 
(column 7 lines 14-34) 

21 . In re claim 28, Walker discloses the result tabulator determines the within shop 
ranking by tabulating the results of the players within a specified past period for each 
shop to which the player virtually belong and stores the determined within shop ranking 
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in the player information storage in correspondence with the player identification 
information (column 7 lines 14-34) 

22. In re claim 29, Walker discloses a within shop ranking transmitter for transmitting 
the player identification information and the within shop ranking information of the 
players virtually belonging to each shop to the shop monitor unit for each shop in order 
to display the player identification information and the within shop ranking information of 
the players virtually belonging to each shop in the form of a ranking on the shop monitor 
unit of each shop (column 7 lines 14-34) 

23. In re claim 30, Walker discloses the guidance information further includes shop 
identification information of the shop to which the player of the one game terminal unit 
virtually belongs (column 7 lines 14-34) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THOMAS H. HENRY whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3905. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9 AM - 4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on 571-272-4430. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Dmitry Suhol/ Thomas H Henry 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 Examiner 

Art Unit 3714 



